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                                          Friday, 27 March 2020 
 
Dear Saint Mary’s Kennington Churchgoer 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord. How our lives have changed in just one week! 
 
We continue to send out a newsletter instead of the weekly sheet. However, as all Church of 
England Churches have been shut, they will be available only on our Church website 
http://kennington.ashfordchurches.co.uk/ or via email (please sign up for this by emailing Phil at 
the Church office, if you are not already on his distribution list). Churches are no longer open for 
individual prayer.  
 
The order to close our Churches also affects life events such as weddings, baptisms and funerals. 
All weddings and baptisms have been cancelled until further notice and funerals are taking 
place only at the crematorium or at gravesides. Please remember in your prayers all those 
affected by these measures. 
 

KEEP SAFE 
 

I am sure that you have 
been as moved as I have 
by the images of health 
care professionals asking 
us to stay home, with 
the reminder that we are 
not only protecting 

ourselves but also them by following governmental guidelines. It is no doubt difficult to keep our 
distances when coming across a familiar face while outside exercising or walking a dog, but we 
are discovering, as never before in our lifetimes, that there is life in restraint.   
 

KEEP PRAYING 

 
In addition to the resources we suggested you try last week, the usual resources, such as Daily 
Prayer and Live Lent, which require Apps for use on smartphones (offered by your usual 
Appstores) are available. For those who are interested in more modern forms of interactive 
family worship, have a look at Engage Worship (engageworship.org).  
 
A reminder of last week’s resources, together with URLs: 

• dedicated prayer & liturgy for use during this time - find it here or copy the URL into your 
browser https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-
liturgy-and-prayer-resources 

PASSION SUNDAY – 29 MARCH 2020 
 

 Check our website : 
 

http://kennington.ashfordchurches.co.uk/ 
 

For our Kennington Service 

 

http://kennington.ashfordchurches.co.uk/
https://canterburydiocese.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1fa4ec4c9a4aecf8e8e596f12&id=04f966efe1&e=995455e2f4
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-liturgy-and-prayer-resources
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-liturgy-and-prayer-resources
http://kennington.ashfordchurches.co.uk/
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• Going for Growth website has a wide range resources for supporting worship and faith 

conversations in the home - download them for free here or copy the URL into your 
browserhttp://www.going4growth.com/growth_in_faith_and_worship/faith-in-the-home 

 
• Illustrated Ministries is supporting local congregations and families by providing free, 

weekly, faith formation resources for all ages - sign up to receive them for free or or copy 
the URL into your browser  

             https://www.illustratedministry.com/flattenthecurve?ck_subscriber_id=136888599 
 
Again, this is the ideal time for home groups that normally study the Bible and pray together to 
find a virtual way of functioning (Zoom, Skype, Whatsapp Groups, FaceBook groups…) and we 
encourage you to find the form of communication that suits your group best. Obviously, new 
groups and partnerships can be formed, using the groups’ or partners’ preferred medium. 
 
If anyone is willing to offer their knowledge of IT or smartphone technology to others or other 
groups and would be willing to have their details included in the next newsletter, please email 
Eve. 
 
Online worship 
Many of you tuned in to Radio 4 for Archbishop Justin’s Sunday Worship at 8.10am. Sunday 
Worship is a recurring broadcast, but led by other guests. This Sunday, Passion Sunday, the 
service will be led by Canon Dr Jennifer Smith of Wesley’s Methodist Chapel, London, and 
Edgardo Colon-Emeric, Director of the Centre for Reconciliation at Duke University. 
 

ST MARY’s KENNINGTON – Sunday Worship Downloadable from Our Website  
FOLLOWED BY A LIVESTREAM COFFEE ROOM, WHERE WE CAN ALL BE TOGETHER AS BEFORE!! 

 
This Sunday morning, you will find on the SMK website a downloadable PowerPoint, with this 
Sunday’s reader’s and intercessor’s voices, to view at your own pace. It will include the URL of 
two YouTube hymns. All you will need to do will be to click on the arrows for the music to begin 
and you will be able to sing along or listen quietly. We suggest you begin viewing before or at 
10am so that you can join the 10.40 ZOOM LiveStream Coffee room. 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials.The coffee will only 
be virtual, but you will see familiar faces and be able to chat privately with a friend or group of 
friends. Please do make the effort of joining us for coffee. Not only will it be good to see one 
another during this period of confinement, but it will serve as a trial run for our LiveStream Palm 
Sunday service. 
 
In preparation for Holy Week, Holy Week activities have already been uploaded onto the website 
for the children. 
 
For Good Friday, a choice of three activities will be offered to children on our website, from the 
messiest to the least messy. For the first two, parents will need to shop ahead for some of the 
ingredients they might not have 
already in their cupboards at home: 

- Homemade hot Cross buns 
- Homemade Irish soda bread 
- Drawing and colouring a Tree 

of Life 
 

Hot Cross Buns Shopping List : 

• Easybake Yeast 

• Mixed Spice 

• Ground Cinnamon 

• Currants 

• Candied Peel 
 

Irish Soda Bread Shopping List : 

• Wholemeal Flour 

• Bicarbonate of Soda 

• Buttermilk 
 

https://canterburydiocese.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1fa4ec4c9a4aecf8e8e596f12&id=66a2ed9fd9&e=995455e2f4
http://www.going4growth.com/growth_in_faith_and_worship/faith-in-the-home
https://canterburydiocese.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1fa4ec4c9a4aecf8e8e596f12&id=54cbb06513&e=995455e2f4
https://www.illustratedministry.com/flattenthecurve?ck_subscriber_id=136888599
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials
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KEEP CONNECTED 

 
Our Local Leadership Team 
The LLT met on Thursday evening to touch base with one another, to discuss the current 
situation and our response to it. It will continue to meet monthly on the last Thursday of the 
month at 7pm. 
 
Individual Volunteering 
If you can help someone in the parish with shopping or if you need help yourself, please let 
Phil know at the Church Office. 
 
For the able-bodied under 70s, Councillor Chris Morley has indicated that there are other 
organisations that might be of interest to those willing to give of their time: 
 

• Kennington Community Council has launched a scheme which aims to put volunteers in 
touch with those in need locally, see: https://kenningtoncc.gov.uk/.  

 

• Ashford Volunteer Centre is an effective platform for local volunteering, contact: Lee 
Robinson: lee.robinson@ashfordvc.org.uk 

 

• For volunteering with the NHS, see: https://www.goodsamapp.org/NHS. This is being co-
ordinated by RVS and by GoodSAM which is a trusted site much used by NHS staff. 

 
As I was trying to learn how to upload PowerPoints onto the website, I tried uploading the 
Lighthouse PowerPoint about the animals in the ark and was reminded how every Sunday after 
the ‘Noah in the Ark Sunday’, I had, staring back at me from my stall, the view of those poor 
cuddly toys, cramped into the ark: 
 

 

 

No, cuddlies, confinement is not 
easy. It goes against everything 
we are as human beings – social, 
interactive and lovers of 
freedom. But confinement, too, 
shall pass. And in its stead will 
be a wider space, a better day 
and a greater blessing.  
 

As the Psalmist wrote: 
 
You have changed my sorrow into dancing. 
    You have taken away my sackcloth 
    and clothed me with joy. 
You wanted me to praise you and not be silent. 
    LORD my God, I will praise you forever! Psalm 30.11-12  
 
Every blessing 
 

Revd Eve Lanchantin-Piggott 
Michael Piggott, Local Churchwarden  
Keith Strong, Local Churchwarden 

https://kenningtoncc.gov.uk/
mailto:lee.robinson@ashfordvc.org.uk
https://www.goodsamapp.org/NHS
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/

