
Kennington, St Mary: Statement of Significance  

 
General view from S showing the tower, south porch, and part of the south aisle with the vestry of c. 1898 sandwiched 

between them 

Though the earliest dateable masonry is the 13th century walls of the chancel, it is very likely that 

the main walls of the nave date from at least the 12th century. Unfortunately, however, all the 

external quoins of the nave have been removed, and there are no other visible signs of early 

work. The long 13th century chancel no doubt replaces an earlier short one. It has fine triple 

lancets in the east wall with north and south shafts on the main internal jambs (externally this 

triple window as well as the NE and SE chancel jambs was heavily restored in 1878). On the NE 

side of the chancel, the eastern half of an original lancet window is visible. A second lancet to the 

west was presumably moved north to its present position in the N side of the organ chamber in 

1878. Another lancet on the south east side of the chancel was later blocked by the south chapel 

east wall but its external east jamb is just visible. Inside most of the lancet has been reopened 

(perhaps in the 19th century), and beneath it is a fine cinquefoil-headed piscina (with a shelf). Just 

to the west of this lancet is the east jamb of another c. 13th century opening. This probably led 

into an earlier south chapel. The south doorway of the present (15th century) chapel also seems 

to be 13th century, so it is likely that there was a 13th century chapel here, though probably not 

extending as far east as the present one. 

In the early to mid-14th century the nave was completely rebuilt and a new south nave aisle was 

added to the west of the c. 13th century S chapel (see above). Though the nave walls may contain 

earlier masonry (see above), all the main features in it, including the chancel arch, N buttresses 

and NE window are of 14th century date. There is also a (now-blocked) doorway in the NW 

corner of the nave, which may also have been 14th century. The small SE aisle is also 14th century, 

with its two-light S window, though the arcade dividing it from the nave (see below) is later. The 



fine font bowl, in the SW part of the nave, is perhaps late 14th century. It has a 15th century cover 

with crockets and finial. 

The crown-post roofs over the nave (where there is an elaborate wall plate), south aisle and 

south chapel are 15th century, and the south porch was also probably added at this time. It is just 

possible however, that this is the west porch made in 1510 according to a will (though heavily 

restored in the 19th century). In the same century, a new window was also inserted into the north 

wall of the nave at the west end, the west wall of the nave was demolished, and the fine Kentish 

tower was added with its ‘beacon’ stair-turret. It has a continuous plinth and diagonal buttresses 

to the west. The eastern buttresses form the new west corners to the nave. 

In the late 15th century the south-east chapel was completely rebuilt (another will of 1518 refers 

to ‘the reparation of St John’s chancel’). The chapel also has a continuous plinth, and there is a 

clear butt-joint at the west end of its south wall with the 14th century aisle wall. Inside there is a 

fine wooden screen dividing this chapel from the south aisle. There is also a new 15th century 

arcade, with octagonal piers, to the chancel. They are made of finely cut rag stone, as is the 

contemporary one and a half arch arcade into the south aisle. This unusual piece of work started 

with the demolition of the south east corner of the nave. A strange half-arch was then built to 

carry the wall above with only a small corbel to support it. Two 15th century windows were put 

into the north side of the chancel. The eastern one contains four 13th century roundels. 

A rood screen was added to the east end of the nave in the late 15th/early 16th century, but only 

the fine wooden doors from the central opening survive, now displayed on the screen infilling 

the tower arch at the level of the ringing chamber, placed either side of the central window. 

Other fragments from the screen may have been reused in the fronts of the vicars’ stalls at the 

entrance to the chancel. The entrance to the road loft may have been from the south aisle, or 

from the NE corner of the nave (this area was, however, totally rebuilt in the 19th century). 

Another will records the making of a ‘lucarre’ window to light the rood-loft from above. This 

may in part survive as the existing dormer in the north slope of the nave roof at the east end. 

There is a fine screen of c. 1700 in the lower part of the tower arch and two good 18th/early 19th 

century Decalogue boards displayed on the north wall of the nave at the west end.  

There is said to have been a restoration in 1851, but the most visible one is that carried out in 

1878 by Ewan Christian (1814-1895), when fine stained glass by Clayton and Bell showing events 

from the life of Christ was introduced to the triple lancets in the east wall. The chancel and S 

chapel were heavily restored externally, and a new organ chamber to house a Walker instrument 

with a boiler house below was added to the north side of the chancel. Also, as we have seen, the 

NE corner of the nave was rebuilt, the NW doorway was blocked, and the porch was rebuilt. 

The church was repewed at this time and given new tiled floors. In c. 1898 a small vestry was 

contrived between the south aisle and the porch. The small window above it, high up in the 

south wall of the nave has brick jambs externally. In 1997 a new annex was constructed to the 

south, linked to the door of the south chapel by a pent roof. In 2001 the inner doors of the 

south porch were replaced in glass. In 2015 photovoltaic panels were installed on the south slope 

of the chancel roof. 

St Mary’s in currently listed at Grade II, although given its outstanding overall significance this is 

an anomaly and the church would merit upgrading to II* or I. The churchyard is listed in its 

entirety at Grade II. 

by Edmund Harris, based on a report by Tim Tatton-Brown 



 
Plan (N.B. – the numbering system for the windows is referred to below in the captions to the illustrations of the stained 

glass) 

 

 



 
General view from the SE, showing the modern pent roof connecting the church to the parish hall 

 
General view of interior looking E 

 

 



   
Blocked 13th lancet with cinquefoil-headed piscina below and remains of a second lancet in the NE corner of the chancel 

(above, left) and the curious half arch where the south arcade meets the chancel arch (above, right) 

 
General view of interior looking W 



 
South aisle looking west from the south chancel chapel 

 
South chapel looking east 



 
South chapel looking north through the arcade separating it from the adjacent chapel   

   
The 14th font with its 15th century cover (above, left) and tower screen of c. 1700 (above, right) 



 
The former doors from the rood screen 

 

   
Clayton and Bell glass of 1878 in W1 (above, left) and Kempe glass of 1901 in W4 (above, right) 



   
Kempe glass of 1905 in W5 (above, left) and glass by (?) Powell’s in W7 

 

Fragments of 15th century glass in the tracery lights of W14 



  
Glass by (?)Powell’s in W11 (above, left) and W2 with roundels of 13th century grisaille glass separated by bands of 15th 

century patterned quarries in the outer lights with fragments probably of the same date in the cusping of all three (above, 

right) 

   
Detail of roundels and patterned quarries in left0-hand light of W2 (above, left) and Decalogue board (above, right) 



List descriptions for St Mary’s Church and Churchyard 

Heritage Category:  Listed Building 

Grade:    II 

List Entry Number:  1071054 

Date first listed:  24-Sep-1951 

Statutory Address:  CHURCH OF ST MARY, THE STREET 

County:   Kent 

District:   Ashford (District Authority) 

National Grid Reference:  TR 02240 45162 

Details 

1. 5344 THE STREET (North East Side) Kennington CHURCH OF ST MARY TR 04 NW 

4/100 24.9.51. GV 2. Mainly C15 built of stone rubble. Crenellated West tower in 3 stages with 

buttresses and gargoyles. South West porch. 4 bay nave with crown post roof having moulded tie 

beams with shield spandrels. Chancel arch. Chapel and part aisle to South. North windows are 2 

double lancets with cinquefoil heads. 

Temple House forms a group with St Mary's Church and Churchyard. 

 

Heritage Category:  Listed Building 

Grade:    II 

List Entry Number:  1362852 

Date first listed:  04-Jun-1976 

Statutory Address:  CHURCHYARD TO ST MARY'S CHURCH, CHURCH 

ROAD, TN24 9DQ 

National Grid Reference: TR 02230 45144 

(Formerly listed as: THE STREET (North East Side), Kennington, Churchyard to St Mary's 

Church) 

G.V. II 

The churchyard contains C18 headstones with skull, cherub or hourglass motifs, oval body 

stones and some tomb chests. 

Temple House forms a group with St Mary's Church and Churchyard, 

 


